Chinaberry tree (Melia azedarach), also known as bead tree and belonging to the family Meliaceae, is an important ethnomedicinal tree with a wide natural distribution (Ntalli et al., 2010) . Its roots, stem and leaves possess various medicinal properties and have applications in various types of medicine. (Fig. 3) using the neighbour-joining method (MEGA X software) showed that the Melia azedarach phytoplasma sequence clustered within group 16SrI, subgroup B. Virtual RFLP analysis using iPhyClassifier (Zhao et al., 2009 ) further confirmed that the Melia azedarach phytoplasma sequence shares 99.8% identity with that of 'Candidatus Phytoplasma asteris' reference strain (M30790), and that the phytoplasma is a 'Candidatus Phytoplasma asteris'-related strain, belonging to the 16Sr group I, subgroup B.
To our knowledge, this is the first report of 'Candidatus Phytoplasma asteris' (16SrI-B) affecting M. azedarach in India. This finding holds significant importance for future epidemiological studies since M. azedarach could be an alternate host for phytoplasma (16SrI-B group) which infects several important vegetable crops cultivated in the country.
